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ROW acquisition for the improvements along this section of the Sunnyside Road corridor. 
Surface visibility varied from approximately 75% in the ditches and road cuts along the existing 
roads to less than 5% in the open fields where grass was thick and generally knee-deep.  The 
survey was conducted at 10-m intervals starting with the church property at the intersection of SE 
Sunnyside and SE 172nd.  This area, lot 154, had some earth exposed in a north-south ditch along 
the west property line but the rest of the lot was covered with an asphalt parking lot and a lawn.   
 
Across SE 172nd to the east, Lot 159 had some earth exposed in the ditch east of SE 172nd and in a 
BMX bike course scraped through the turf in the north end of the lot.  Survey continued along the 
ditches paralleling SE Sunnyside Road and SE 172nd Avenue.   
 
West of SE 172nd Avenue, the Sunnyside corridor descends into a road cut which provided 
approximately 50% surface visibility.  At the top of this cut to the north of the corridor is a cow 
pasture (lot 143), which was also surveyed, though visibility was poor.  The side of the Rock 
Creek gully to the west was not surveyed because it was too steep to have high archaeological site 
probability and too brushy to provide either safe access or any visibility.   
 
West of Rock Creek, two roads and their associated cuts and ditches were surveyed.  The first 
road west of the creek was identified by a sign as ACreswell Court@, though this may not be an 
official name.  This road is cut into the west side of the Rock Creek gully, which is quite steep 
and brushy in this area.  The second road west of Rock Creek is unnamed and curves northward 
off of SE Sunnyside through open fields (see Figure 3). 
 
No indications of archaeological deposits or artifacts were observed in the areas surveyed, and no 
likely areas of prehistoric or historic archaeological sites were observed.  
 
 

 
Figure 2.  Map of project corridor along Sunnyside Road between SE 162nd Avenue  
 (John Hagen Road on left) and SE 172nd Avenue (Rock Creek Road on  
 right) (from USGS Gladstone and Damascus 7.5’ quadrangles, enlarged  
 scale). 
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Figure 3. Aerial photograph of the project corridor showing the locations of tracts potentially  
 affected by the various project alternatives in relation to the areas surveyed for  
 archaeological resources during this project (base photograph courtesy of HHPR). 
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Conclusions 
 
No evidence of prehistoric or historic occupation or activity was observed during the survey of 
the Sunnyside Road Improvement Project between SE 162nd and SE 172nd avenues.  Although 
inspection of the ground surface was limited due to the presence of vegetation and pavement, 
some sediment exposures were available and no indications were observed during the survey that 
archaeological resources are likely to be present along the project corridor.  Based on the results 
of the field survey, it does not appear that any archaeological resources will be affected by the 
proposed alternatives for the improvement of Sunnyside Road between SE 162nd and SE 172nd 
avenues.  No further archaeological work is recommended for those areas surveyed to date in 
connection with the proposed roadway improvement project.  However, if additional unsurveyed 
areas are added to the project area, it is recommended that those areas be surveyed for 
archaeological resources prior to the commencement of construction. 
 
In the event that buried cultural materials or deposits are exposed during construction of the 
improvement project, Oregon State laws (ORS 97.740 to 97.760, 358.905 to 358.955, and 
390.235), as well as various federal laws and regulations that may be applicable to this project, 
require that work in the vicinity of any such finds immediately be suspended.  The SHPO and 
ODOT should be notified, and a professional archaeologist called in to evaluate the significance 
of the find and recommend a subsequent course of action in consultation with SHPO, ODOT, and 
the appropriate Indian tribes. 
 
 

 
Figure 4. View to northwest from Lot 159 south of Sunnyside Road and east of SE 172nd Avenue  
 showing vegetation cover in this portion of the project area. 
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